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Historical, classical, experimental, accessible; Sacramento’s art and culture scene is all that and more.  From the oldest public art museum west of the Mississippi to contemporary galleries, you’ll find an enjoyable experience regardless of taste or familiarity with the art world.   
Historical

The Crocker Art Museum was built in 1853 as a private residence.  On a European Grand Tour from 1869-1871, the Crockers started what is currently an impressive collection of early California paintings and master drawings.  Following the Crocker Mansion Wing renovation in 1989, the museum incorporated modern, traveling exhibits.  Up and coming artists now have a forum along side famous names such as Georgia O’Keefe, Edward Mitchell Bannister, Robert Scott Duncanson, Richard Hunt and Dale Chihuly.  The Museum collects East Asian decorative art and is especially noted for its holdings of Korean ceramics, Chinese textiles, Japanese armor and swords, and tea ware by such twentieth-century masters as Hamada and Tatsuko Shimaoka.  Finally, the Crocker sponsors lectures, seminars, classes for children and live jazz every third Thursday of the month. The museum opened a stunning, $100 million expansion in October 2010 which tripled the size of the exhibit space. 
The structural beauty of the Crocker also contributes to the unique architectural diversity in Sacramento.  Gold Rush era storefronts, Victorian mansions, and art deco theatres are sprinkled throughout the city.  The 28-acre riverfront district of Old Sacramento is the largest concentration of historic buildings in California.  Take a self- guided or guided walking tour and see historical attributes such as the original street level of the gold miner settlement, which was raised 12 feet in 1862 to combat constant flooding. 

Victorian style homes dominate the midtown district, an area known for its boutiques, restaurants and character-rich nightclubs.  Sacramento is also home to one of the greatest restoration projects in American history: the California State Capitol Building.  It took six years and $68 million to restore the Capitol to its original splendor.  Free, guided tours highlight the Senate and Assembly Chambers, along with the Rotunda, hand-tiled hallways and ornate stairways.  The site of the Crest Theatre has housed a theatre since 1912.  Currently a movie house and concert hall, the Crest Theatre is a beautifully preserved example of the art deco style, right down to the ornate hand painted wall coverings.  

Contemporary 

In a time when urban sprawl and commuting have become the norm in big cities, Sacramento neighborhoods continue to offer a unique setting that combines residences and businesses.  In the art world, the proliferation of galleries in such neighborhoods provides a positive environment for local artists.  For example, the “Second Saturday” Art Walk program sponsors monthly open houses, year-round, throughout the area. While galleries all over Sacramento participate, the two main areas with a thriving and innovative arts community are Midtown and Downtown.  Galleries, restaurants and various businesses open their doors and onlookers pour into the streets for art appreciating, live music, performance art, raffles, etc.   Bringing art into the community’s daily experience is also the goal of the Art in Public Places Program, which offers free educational tours throughout the city. The Sacramento International Airport’s new terminal is a virtual gallery with a myriad of unique art pieces on display.
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